
 

Learning Environment and Display Policy 

Philosophy of the Policy 

Our aim is to provide a lively, stimulating, exciting environment in which our children can learn.  

All staff regard the learning environment and displays to be of vital importance.  

Displays of any kind, in and around the school building, are of the highest standard at all times. 

Teaching, non-teaching staff and children are involved in the production of displays. 

Displays in school reflect a broad and balanced curriculum, whether they are mounted in the 

classrooms or in the shared areas of the school. Displays show evidence of creative, linguistic, 

mathematical, scientific and technological learning. They are child-centred and reflect the 

achievements of the children. 

All classes and subject leaders in the school have designated areas to place their displays. These 

are the responsibility of the teacher or subject leader and should be replaced at least half 

termly, reflecting learning done across the curriculum. 

 

Aims of display 

- To celebrate the work of children and raise self-esteem and pride. 
- To stimulate curiosity and encourage children to question. 
- To inform and engage children. 
- To involve children in their own learning. 
- To reflect and value different cultural backgrounds. 
- To reinforce high standards in the school. 
- To inform parents, governors and visitors to the school. 

 

Classroom Environment 

Children’s learning will be supported and enhanced if: 

- There is a print rich environment.  This includes clear labels, key vocabulary, alphabet 
lines, friezes, days of the week in Key stage 1 and foundation stage, questions, learning 
prompts etc.  All classrooms should have a designated reading area with clearly labeled 
book boxes or shelves. (see literacy policy) 

- There is a numeracy rich environment.  This includes numeracy learning prompts e.g. 
current multiplication table being learnt and numeracy vocabulary.  Key stage 1 
classrooms should have number lines and 100 squares displayed for each table.  



 

Numeracy resources should be easily accessible to all children and clearly labeled. (See 
numeracy policy). 

 

 

Whole School display 

LISM aims to provide a caring, safe and stimulating learning environment throughout the whole 

school.  Some displays will remain as permanent features: 

- Photo board – ‘on entrance to the school.  
- Education Extra – this board is organised by the After-school Club coordinator. 
- Anti-bullying display 
- School council display – organised by school council and school council ‘mentor’. 
- Staff photo board –  
-  includes all visiting staff. 
- Parents Book 
- Golden Board – a whole school Golden Board allows the Golden Board to be displayed 

and a list of the current fortnight’s golden book children. 
- Library display 
- Standards Display 
- Basic skills Display 
- Subject Leaders maybe asked to put up a whole school display looking at progression of 

that subject across the school. 
 

KG Display  

Please see KG Stage Policy. 

Corridor displays should be overseen by Coordinators and include: 

KG Coordinator 

Parent Council/Parent Information Board 

Wow Wall – Celebration of Outstanding Work (Updated monthly) 

Photo gallery of KG Areas (Updated monthly) 

Attendance – updated monthly 

Primary Coordinator 



 

Parent Council/Parent Information Board 

Wow wall - Celebration of Outstanding Work (Updated monthly) 

Reading Display 

21st Century Skills Display - Big Questions 

Attendance (Updated weekly) 

 

Middle School Coordinator 

Parent Council/Parent Information Board 

Wow wall - Celebration of Outstanding Work (Updated monthly) 

Reading Display 

21st Century Skills Display/Big Questions 

Attendance – updated monthly 

What are we looking for in displays? 

Displays reflect the teachers’ current plans. Balanced displays are created in all areas – these 

include displays that are interactive, provide reference materials for the children and are used 

as a teaching aid by staff.  Classroom displays should also include at least one learning journey 

of a current topic, a maths and English working wall.   

 Children are encouraged to participate in all aspects of creating a display. The finished displays 

challenge children to think, by asking them a range of rich questions or giving them statements 

and comments to read, so that the children (and adults too) interact with the displays. 

Displaying Learning 

Children’s learning should be mounted, using coloured paper that has been cut accurately on a 

guillotine. Learning is put on display boards using staples. Wherever possible, written learning is 

placed at a suitable height for children to read.   

 Building and Dismantling Displays (see Health and Safety Policy) 

 The following procedures should be observed. 



 

▪ Care should be taken when putting up displays and the policy for Health and Safety 

should be followed. 

▪ No staples, pins or any other sharp objects should stick out. 

▪ Do not block corridors or fire exits. 

▪ Learning should be taken down carefully, so that individual children’s learning can be 

taken home. 

 

Labelling Displays 

Displays are a valuable source of information for visitors to the school, especially parents, and 

as much detail as possible about the learning involved in creating the display is given.  

This includes: 

▪ A title (reference is made to the topic that the learning was based upon) 

▪ How and why the learning was undertaken (written explanation incorporated into the 

display) 

▪ Who produced the learning and their Grade (to be written at the bottom of the piece of 

learning) a small photograph of the child should be used in KG. 

▪ Labels to be written in the following formats: 

▪ Cut-out letters 

▪ Computer print  

▪ Hand-written in line with the school’s handwriting policy 

 

Classroom Displays 

Learning Journey and Working Walls 

What is a learning wall? 

▪ A learning journey is an evolving display/resource that supports children with their 

current learning. 

▪ An effective learning journey/working wall should engage children during lessons, 

allowing them to seek support independently rather than always needing to ask an adult. 

▪ They help children understand the structure of a unit, how it progresses and how lessons 

in a subject are linked. 

▪ A learning journey is used to indicate on a display board the starting point and learning 

outcome of the lesson unit being taught.  You then record the learning journey between 

two points on the board. 



 

▪ A learning journey (this could be your Science or Social Studies Topic) is there to show 

everyone what is being learned, why it is being learned, what will be achieved and to 

track the progress through those aims, making the children active participants in the 

process. 

What should a learning journey include? 

There are no hard and fast rules.  A learning journey is a really flexible model, so it is down to 

you to make it work in the way you feel is most effective for your children.  However there are 

some general guidelines. 

Think about including: 

▪ The start and end points of a unit and the journey between.  You should be showing 

progress. 

▪ Success criteria demonstrating to pupils how they will be able to achieve the learning 

intention. 

▪ Key vocabulary and mind maps. 

▪ Examples from teachers and children of what a good one looks like. 

▪ If a child says something that shows they understand something fully, why not write it up 

in a speech bubble. 

▪ A learning journey should be interactive, so think about questions that the children can 

answer using post-it notes. 

Working Walls – English Language Arts and Math (Weekly refresh) 

Rationale 

Taken from ‘The learning environment as a tool for learning’ (dfes 03-2006) 

- Working walls are displays for Language Arts and Math which support’s children’s 
learning.  It gives children a clear message about how we value them and supports 
independence in their learning.  This approach enables children to know what they are 
learning and how this learning process develops over time.   

 

Working walls are created to: 

❖ support learning towards the basic skills; 
❖ model the learning processes and learning steps; 
❖ visibly display outcomes, modelled examples and success criteria; 



 

❖ provide for the children a visible exemplification of their curricular targets and 
how their learning towards this is developed and 

❖ support teachers to strike a balance between work in progress and a focus on 
the information that may be needed throughout the year. 

 

For further details see: 

http://www.educationworks.org.uk/news/4-school-improvement-news/32-working-walls-in-

context.html  

http://www.educationworks.org.uk/news/4-school-improvement-news/32-working-walls-in-

context.html  

https://www.pinterest.com/explore/maths-working-wall/  

 

 

 

Think about including: 

▪ The start and end points of a unit and the journey between.  You should be showing 

progress. 

▪ Success criteria demonstrating to pupils how they will be able to achieve the learning 

intention. 

▪ Key vocabulary and mind maps. 

▪ Sounds and words currently learning - Current speed words (green and red words).  

▪ Models from the teacher and good examples from children. 

▪ If a child says something that shows they understand something fully, why not write it up 

in a speech bubble. 

The Learning Environment 

We believe that the physical environment we provide for children has a direct impact on 

learning.  It gives children a clear message about how we value them and how we value 

learning and supporting independence in learning. 

We believe that children need to be exposed to a variety of prints.  In the classroom, it is 

important to get a balance of different fonts. 

http://www.educationworks.org.uk/news/4-school-improvement-news/32-working-walls-in-context.html
http://www.educationworks.org.uk/news/4-school-improvement-news/32-working-walls-in-context.html
http://www.educationworks.org.uk/news/4-school-improvement-news/32-working-walls-in-context.html
http://www.educationworks.org.uk/news/4-school-improvement-news/32-working-walls-in-context.html
https://www.pinterest.com/explore/maths-working-wall/


 

We believe that display should engage children and make them feel part of something special. 

This may include photographs of them on excursions or completing exciting activities.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Environment Checklist 

  

Seating ensures all children can see the board  

Class library/book corner with display which promotes reading and links to the 

current topic. Books organised into different sections according to author, genre 

or type. 

 

Age appropriate dictionaries and thesauruses and atlases  

KG and lower Elementary  – role play area linked to the topic and reflects the 

indoor provision in class and writing area. 
 

Light (windows not covered with displays)  



 

Writing equipment easily accessible for children – pens, pencils, rulers, 

sharpeners, rubbers. 
 

Colouring pencils, scissors, glue and other creative equipment is easily found 

and accessible. 
 

Maths area with clearly labelled, age appropriate resources that are easily 

accessible. 
 

Children’s exercise books labelled and easily accessible.  

Book bags and home learning storage.  

English working wall.  

Maths working wall – useful facts, shapes, properties, examples of calculations, 

vocabulary for current unit, etc. 
 

Learning Journey - Topic Display.  

Learning to Learn  – Target display for groups in reading, writing and maths.  

Class and school rules or expectations display.  

Marking code on display.  

Today’s date written up or on display – DUMTUM – Date, underline, miss a line, 

title (Learning Objective), under line, miss a line. 
 

Key vocabulary for all areas of the curriculum (with visual aids)  

Visual timetable of the day  

Celebration of children’s of current work, topics covered and a variety of 

subjects covered.  
 



 

Golden Board. This may include: Golden Rules, Star of the Day, excellent pieces 

of work with annotated reasons, photos of children being successful, other 

evidence of children’s successes e.g. certificates, assembly feedback from other 

classes. 

 

Half-term Overview and Weekly Timetable should be displayed outside the 

classroom.  
 

Basic skills for reading and writing (Every Time we Write/Read) must be 

displayed at the front of the classroom near the interactive white board where 

the main teaching takes place. 

 

Group names and children in groups displayed.  

Handwriting visual aids in line with school handwriting policy.  

Labels: resources, drawers, book boxes, trays, magazine files etc.  All labels for 

equipment and children’s trays must be supported where possible, 

pictorially.  Labels must be large enough to be seen from a distance. 

 

High frequency words must be displayed in a position for children to see when 

working at their tables.  In KG and lower Elementary there should be a 

designated word wall that children can use as a spelling resource for HFW and 

current topic words.  There should also be a writing area or writing box.  

 

Easily accessible numeracy resources.  

A display of current work in English and Maths and current topic clearly labelled 

with we are learning to..... or at least in the title some indication of the learning 

that has taken place . 

 

Key vocabulary for all subjects must be displayed.  

Wow words/vocabulary, connectives, openers must be on display.  

Outside Classroom  



 

Outside each classroom should be: 
o Curriculum newsletter 
o Class timetable 
o Half-term newsletter 
o Teacher’s name 
o Room name 
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